
Tanabe City Kumano Tourism Bureau       URL: tb-kumano.jp    

Community Reservation System

TANABE WAKAYAMA

By Train

From Kyoto/Osaka to Kii-Tanabe

From Nagoya/Shingu/Kii-Katsuura to Kii-Tanabe

30 min

By Airplane

From Tokyo Haneda via Nanki-Shirahama

From Kansai International Airport 

Kii-TanabeKyoto Shin-Osaka Wakayama

Nagoya Shingu Kii-Katsuura Shirahama Kii-Tanabe

1 hr 1 hr 

3 hr 20 min 15 min 50 min 10 min

Haneda Airport Nanki-Shirahama Airport

Kii-TanabeKansai International Airport Hineno

1 hr 30 min
Kii-Tanabe

12 min 1 hr 30 min

Bus or Taxi

Access

kumano-travel.com

Working Towards Sustainable Tourism
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Merger of 5 municipalities into 

Tanabe City

Tourism Reorganization Committee

Formation of Tanabe City Kumano

Tourism Bureau

Register as General Incorporated 

Association (Ippan Shadan Houjin)

Obtain National Travel Agency 

Licence

Create Destination Management

Company

Tourism Resources

Position

Umeboshi Oranges Tanabe Festival

Ryujin Onsen

Kawayu Onsen (Sennin-buro) Kaya Falls

Kishu Binchotan Charcoal

Tenjinzaki

Minakata Kumagusu

Kumano Kodo World Heritage Tsuboyu Bath Ogigahama Beach

Bureau Director, Noriko Tada

Association Overview

The Tanabe City Kumano Tourism Bureau was formed in April 2006, after the 
amalgamation of four villages (Hongu, Nakahechi, Ryujin,and Oto) with Tanabe 
City in 2005. Our Tourism Bureau is responsible for tourism promotion and 
development of the new Tanabe City in its entirety.

Our goal is to make quality information available for independent travelers and 
small groups to safely and efficiently travel through this unique part of the world 
and to experience all of the wonders it has to offer along the way. By focusing on 
low impact visitors, we aim to create a sustainable tourism destination that will 
help preserve the UNESCO World Heritage Cultural Landscape of Kumano for 
future generations.

Tanabe is located in central Wakayama Prefecture in the Kii peninsula, straight 
south of Osaka, Nara and Kyoto in the heart of the ancient Kumano area. Tanabe 
City is blessed with natural sites, hot springs and rich traditional spiritual culture, 
including the World Heritage Kumano Kodo pilgrimage route and the grand shrine, 
Kumano Hongu Taisha.

Tanabe City Kumano 

Tourism Bureau

Roots not fad

Preservation not overdevelopment

Individual/ small group not mass

Towards destination open to the world

Stance

High quality sustainable tourism destination

Tourism Associations Government Non-profit Organizations

Chamber of Commerce and Industry Agriculture, forestry, and fishery

Guests and Tourism Industry



DevelopmentPromotion

International Tourism Promotion & 
Development Director Multilingual Website

Press & Agent Tours

Multilingual Pamphlets

Media & Agent Support

Overseas Promotion Image Database

Grassroots Tourism Development Seminars Multi-stakeholder Networks Development

Bilingual Accommodation Guidance
Tools (Japanese/English)

Bilingual Bus Timetable 
(Japanese/English)

Bilingual Area Maps 
(Japanese/English)

English Audio Guides
Update Kumano Kodo Sign 
Infrastructure

Tourism Facilities Renewal Projects

Joint Promotion with Santiago de Compostela

Local Guides Support

Lectures & Presentations

Promotion & Development
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MINSHUKU KURAYA�
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Award

Tourism for Tomorrow Awards, Finalist

World Travel & Tourism Council's Tourism for Tomorrow Awards 
finalist in the Destination Stewardship Category, the first for a 
Japanese Organization.

Sample ToursDestination Management Company Benefits

Destination Management Company

Need to "Connect" 
Visitors & Local 
Businesses

Promotion

Development

Domestic & International Destination Management
Company

The Tanabe City Kumano Tourism Bureau is responsible for 

tourism promotion and grassroots tourism development of the 

region. But even if people were interested in the area, it was 

difficult to plan and make reservations, keeping visitors from 

turning  their desires into reality. There needed to be a system to 

link the visitor with the local area. Thus began the development 

of Kumano Travel, Japan's first community-based travel agency 

focused on independent travellers and small groups.

Online reservation site (Japanese/English)

New tourism model, locally owned & operated

More profits stays in the region

Intimate knowledge & support

Unique tourism opportunities

 Create employment

 Foreign individual travelers support

One stop booking for all services

 Original customized itineraries

 Strong regional network of stakeholders

Destination Management Company

JTB’s Cultural Exchange Award

Wakayama Prefecture 
Tourism Merit Award

Kumano Kodo Pilgrimage
Route Maintenance

Typhoon Recovery TourRyujin Onsen Tour for WomenMinakata Kumagusu Seminar
& Kumano Kodo


